THE WORLDVIEW

THE ORIGIN SCENE
1. Try to envision the moment in your protagonist’s life when their misbelief took root.  Perhaps you have a vague idea, and that’s fine.  Take a minute and sketch it out in a simple paragraph.  If you’re writing a mystery, courtroom drama or police procedural, your focus might be as much on the crime as on the investigator, if not more so, thus you might do this for the bad guy and for your sleuth.  Remember:  every character filters the world through his or her own internal logic, based on what the events in their past forced them to face.  The goal is to find the defining moment in their past.

2. Take a moment  and jot down the answers to the following four questions:

A. What does my protagonist go into the scene believing?
B. Why do they believe it?
C. What is my protagonist’s goal in this scene?
D. What does my protagonist expect will happen in this scene?

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Try and capture the moment when your protagonist’s worldview shifted, and their misbelief took root in their brain, where it’s been coloring how they’ve seen the world from that moment on.  Write a full-fledged scene.  Don’t be worried if it takes several tries to nail it.  Feel free to test several scenarios until you hit on the one that feels right.  Chances are there will be moments in your own life that will leap to mind, providing evocative material just waiting to be mined.  After all, what “write what you know” really means is, write what you know emotionally.
